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CANBERRA INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL LAUNCHES 20th 

ANNIVERSARY PROGRAM 

11-day program of acclaimed local and international films, events, industry 

workshops and special guests to mark festival’s 20th anniversary. 

 
ACT Chief Minister Andrew Barr officially launched this year’s Canberra International Film Festival 
program on Thursday 8 September at the National Film and Sound Archive to a reception of 
festival guests, media and sponsors. This year marks the 20th anniversary since the annual festival 
began in 1996. 
 
The program launch was led by recently appointed Festival Director, Alice Taylor. In delivering 
program highlights, Taylor drew particular attention to this year’s festival experience. “We are 
really excited about giving  voice to a whole range of diverse stories through this year’s program. 

Add to that a beautiful heritage-listed venue, state-of-the-art cinema, live music and locally 
produced food and drink – it’s going to be a real celebration and we encourage everyone to join in 

the festivities.” 
 
Program highlights for 2016:  

 Australian premieres of ZOOLOGY (RUS) on Opening Night, MA’ ROSA (PHL), PLAY YOUR 
GENDER (CAN), AKOUNAK TEDALAT TAHA TAZOUGHAI (NER), AUTHOR: THE JT LEROY 
STORY (USA), KILLS ON WHEELS (HUN), and HORTENSIA (ARG).  

 20th Anniversary Gala screening of CHILDREN OF THE REVOLUTION (AUS) attended by 
Director Peter Duncan and actor Richard Roxburgh, who currently work together on hit TV 

series Rake.  

 Exclusive preview of local feature BLUE WORLD ORDER (AUS) and Q&A with Director Che 
Baker, Producer Sarah Mason, cast and crew. This sci-fi feature includes a cameo by Chief 

Minister Andrew Barr which was shown at the Program Launch.  

 A strong focus on supporting women in the film industry and presenting strong female 
characters on screen, with 8 feature films in the program directed by women.  

 Halloween double feature screening documentary THE FRANKENSTEIN COMPLEX (FRA) and 

(ROB ZOMBIE’S) 31 (USA). 
 

Please contact Michael Liu at media@ciff.com.au for press enquiries.  
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About Alice Taylor, Festival Director 

Taylor studied film, TV production and film history at University of California Los Angeles (UCLA) 
before starting in television at Beyond Productions in Sydney in 2001. Her portfolio includes 

documentary and feature film work as well as programs broadcast on the National Geographic 
Channel, Nine Network, Channel Seven, Discovery Networks Europe, UK History Channel, Carlton 

TV, Imparja TV, NITV, and Foxtel. Since returning to hometown Canberra, Alice has been involved 
in local feature films The Competition and Locks of Love, is an invited member of the ACT Screen 

Industry Association, a regular judge for the Canberra Short Film Festival and has consulted for the 
Stronger than Fiction documentary film festival. No stranger to CIFF, Taylor was Vice President and 

one of four programmers for the festival in 2015. 

 
 

About Canberra International Film Festival 
Canberra International Film Festival (CIFF) is a celebration of international cinema and screen arts 

with a decidedly Canberran touch. The 2016 program features a selection of acclaimed 
international films including Canberra and Australian premieres, filmmaker events and industry 

workshops. CIFF runs from 27 October to 6 November at the National Film and Sound Archive. The 
festival is passionate about supporting the regional film community and also screens a selection of 

local works.  
 


